Town of East Hampton
Arts & Cultural Commission
Meeting Minutes: May 15, 2014
Sears Park Gazebo – 6:30 pm


East Hampton Arts & Culture Commission meeting was called to order at 6:35pm. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In attendance: Sheila Tomlinson, Carol Lane, Shirley Brooks, Kevin Gunning, Elizabeth Sennett, Valerie Bozzi, Alan Hurst, and Kristen Walsh. Regrets: Melissa Pionzio

Art awards were given to 1 representative from each East Hampton School. The town manager was present, along with friends and family of the recipients. The children were very excited. Photos were taken of them with their work and one included the town manager. After the ceremony there was a discussion about how long the pictures should be left on the walls at the town hall. We discussed and will table that decision until the next meeting. A special thanks was said to Kevin for creating the awards, which were beautiful.

Minute from April 17 approved with minor grammatical changes. Shirley made a motion to accept the minutes and Sheila seconded. 

Public comment: Monica Langley said she thought the presentation was wonderful and the children seemed very excited and proud. She also thanked the group for her parting gifts and luncheon.

Old Business
a. Presentation by Wade Russo. Sheila reported that she has not heard from Wade regarding the June program. As it’s the end of the school year, we may hear from him soon. We won’t plan the June production until we know whether he’s available. If not, we’ll try again with the next Goodspeed production.

b. Report on the CFMC Library Presentation: Shirley reported on the event. They discussed many grant opportunities, but most are due by July for the upcoming year. More information can be found on their website www.middlesexcountycf.org. Contact person is Thayer Talbot. Her e-mail address is Thayer@middlesexcountycf.org. Her phone number is 860-347-0025.

New Business
a. Representative from Park and Rec presented. Shawn Mullen coordinates all of the programs. He came to talk about how to work together to promote youth and community programs. They also schedule the Governor O’Neill Gazebo performance space. Shawn said that the space has only been used a few times so far and would like to see more programming. There are a few events planned so far for the summer. On July 18th there will be a movie night and on August 9th Four Barrel Billy will perform a concert. Valerie asked about what the parameters are for the space usage, including sound. They can have live music but loud sound has to be limited. Shawn said they own a small PA system with a microphone. They also offer yoga and fitness classes in the site. They want to reach out to groups to use the space and Sheila suggested that Shawn attends the next Arts Commission Meet and Greet.

b. The group welcomed a new Commissioner, Kristen Walsh. She currently runs the music program, including the Bell Choir, at the Senior Center. She is very involved with arts and music. We all introduced ourselves and briefly described our backgrounds. 

c. Valerie said that Podium met with the school superintendent. The EHHS renovation will break ground in November. After the next school year the theater space will be closed for approximately three years. Alternatives will be explored.

Events
a. Town-wide tag sale will be on June 14th. Maps will be available at the Town Hall and the EH Library. The application deadline is June 1st and the cost per family is $15. Last year they handed out over 300 maps.

b. CT Tourism Day is on June 14th. Goodspeed will be conducting backstage tours for the day. Events will be happening all over the state.

c. The Village Center will be holding its annual Strawberry Fest on June 14th. 

d. On May 28th the Art Association will be holding a meeting at 7pm at EH Library. Artists Scotty Giffen and Emily Zeitlin will be presenting. Meeting will be preceded by a potluck dinner at 6pm. 

e. Art Association will be holding its Annual Fine Art Show on June 7th from 10 to 4pm at the EH Congregational Church.

f. Podium Players will be holding auditions for East Hampton’s Got Talent on May 22nd at 6:30pm at EH Library for a performance on June 13th at 7:30pm at EHHS. Information and audition forms can be obtained on their website, www.podiumplayers.org. 

Commissioners’ Report
a. Alan Hurst will be part of a newly formed facilities committee. The committee will discuss the needs of the community as pertaining to facilities. He will express our wishes to create a dedicated theater space in town.


The meeting was adjourned at 8:02pm. 

Respectfully submitted,
Valerie Bozzi
